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As  a  result  of  the  foresight  of  the  44th  State  Legislature,  a  state  coal  severance 
revenue  tax  was  initiated.  Montanans  have  benefitted  in  many  ways,  not  the 
least  of  which  has  been  an  increase  in  their  "recreation  estate"  -  -the  state 
parks  system. 

Below  is  a  brief  summary  of  each  park  system  acquisition  made  with  coal  tax  funds 
since  the  law  became  effective  in  1975.  Those  acquisitions,  although  few  in  num- 
ber, are  high  in  significance  to  Montanans.  They  contain  values  which  are  inte- 
gral to  a  balanced  system  of  state  parks,  and  only  with  additional  source  of 
funds,  such  as  the  coal  severance  tax,  can  the  state  afford  to  preserve  these 
special  values  for  the  people  of  Montana.  Since  fiscal  year  1977-78  the  following 
acquisitions  have  been  made: 


Acreage 


Cost 


December,  1977 
May,  1978 
June,  1978 
August,  1978 
October,   1978 


Roche  Jaune  State  Recreation  Area 
Makoshika  State  Park  addition 
Bannack  State  Park  addition 
Council  Grove  State  Monument 


Totals : 


Custer  Co. 

1.53 

$ 

19,600 

Dawson  Co. 

650.36 

143,900 

Beaverhead  Co. 

1  lot 

1,850 

Missoula  Co. 

186 

140,000 

Big  Horn  Co. 

4,883 

881,200 

5720+acres 

$1 

,186,550 

Funds: 

$1 

,128,800 

Other  Matching  Funds: 


57,750 
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Roche  Jaune  State  Recreation  Area  -  -  This  acre  and  a  half  of  land  with  an  exist- 
ing boat  ramp  fronting  the  Yellowstone  River  at  Miles  City  became  the  first  state 
recreation  area  purchased  with  money  from  the  coal  tax.  The  name  Roche  Jaune 
(pronounced  row-shown)  is  a  French  word  meaning  yellow  rock,  and  was  used  to 
describe  the  Yellowstone  River  as  early  as  1795. 

Located  a  quarter-mile  downstream  from  the  Highway  22  Bridge  in  Miles  City,  this 
recreation  area  provides  swimming,  pleasure  floating,  water  skiing,  and  agate 
hunting  opportunities  to  an  estimated  32,500  people  who  live  within  a  day's 
travel  of  the  site.  It  contains  200  feet  of  river  frontage  and  was  selected 
for  acquisition  because  of  a  critical  need  for  public  river  access  in  this  area 
identified  in  a  1975  Yellowstone  River  recreation  study.  This  recreation  area 
now  provides  the  only  publicly  designated  recreation  access  to  the  Yellowstone 
River  within  the  110  mile  stretch  from  Rosebud  State  Recreation  Area  at  Forsyth 
downstream  to  the  Fallon  Bridge  Fishing  Access  Site.  A  proposal  for  modest 
development  of  the  site  also  using  coal  severance  taxes  is  to  be  presented 
to  the  46th  Legislature. 


Pi.m-On-Rock,   Makoshika. 

flakoshika  State  Park  addition-  -The  Sioux  Indians  gave  this  area  its  name, 
"Makoshika" ,  which  means  bad  lands ,  and  it  lives  up  to  its  name  in  many 
spectacular  ways.  Today  Makoshika  attracts  not  only  sightseers,  campers 
and  picnickers,  but  geologists,  paleontologists  and  rockhounds  as  well  to 
inspect  this  colorful  and  unusual  landscape. 

Towering  cap  rocks,  concretions,  clay  buttes,  gypsum  crystals  and  dinosour  fos- 
sils all  highlight  a  tour  through  the  parks  gullied  bottoms,  winding  switchback 
roads,  and  rolling  pine-clad  mesas.  The  green  of  the  pines  and  junipers  con- 
trast sharply  with  the  pastel  browns,  greys,  pinks  and  reds  of  the  layered  buttes. 

The  spectacular  and  unusual  beauty  of  this  highly  fossilized  area  encouraged  the 
establishment  of  a  state  park  here  in  1953  to  protect  and  enjoy  these  features. 
And  although  a  road  was  constructed  to  provide  overlook  and  viewpoints  to  56,000 
acres  of  this  unusual  scenic  beauty,  the  state  park  itself  protected  only  160 
acres.  For  over  twenty  years  park  visitors  often  trespassed  onto  private  lands 
when  visiting  most  areas  of  the  park. 


Recently,  easements  with  various  private  and  public  owners  have  brought  nearly 
4,000  acres  of  Makoshika  under  park  management,  but  a  key  section  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  park  road  remained  in  private  ownership  until  it  was  offered  for 
sale  in  1978.  Funds  from  the  coal  tax  provided  for  the  acquisition  of  this  key 
tract,  which  contains  the  park  entry  road.  A  caretakers  residence  is  also  in- 
cluded on  this  tract  and  a  proper  park  orientation  area  can  now  be  planned  for. 
Other  benefits  include  space  for  a  much  needed  group  picnic  area  and  a  target 
range. 
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Bannack  State  Park  addition  - The  ghost  town  of  Bannack,  Montana's  first 

territorial  capital,  has  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  few  state  parks 

in  the  nation  designated  as  a  National  Historic  Landmark  by  the  National  Park 

Service.  This  designation  is  reserved  for  the  relatively  few  places  in  the 

country  which  are  of  a  significance  in  in- 
terpreting national  history  and  which 
still  retain  their  original  values. 

This  unique  ghost  town  preserves  the 
gold  rush,  mining,  political  and  economic 
atmosphere  that  existed  when  it  was  an 
1860's  boom  town.  And  Montana  plans  to 
keep  it  that  way. 

For  the  past  ten  years,  the  Parks  Div- 
ision has  worked  not  only  to  restore  the 
few  original  buildings  donated  to  the 
state  in  1954,  but  also  to  acquire  trom 
willing  sellers  additional  historic 
buildings  and  grounds  in  order  to  re- 
store them  to  their  original  appearance 
and  value.  Without  coal  tax  funds  this 
property  could  have  easily  slipped  through 
our  fingers,  as  federal  historic  ob- 
servation funds  are  severely  limited 
and  requests  often  experience  ponderous 
delays  causing  willing  sellers  to  look 
elsewhere  for  a  timely  sale. 

The  acquisition  of  this  lot  fronting 
the  east  end  of  Main  Street  preserves 
another  piece  of  our  heritage  in  Bannack. 
The  price  of  the  lot  was  not  high,  but 
with  this  small  investment,  more  of  the 
historic  integrity  of  Bannack  is  pro- 
tected for  the  future,  thus  adding  im- 
measurable value  to  the  preservation 
work  already  accomplished. 


Monument  to  pa6t  violence,   Bannack 
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The  Flathead  Treaty  Council    July    1855 


Council  Grove  State  Monument  -  -  -  Here  on  a  warm  July  day  in  1855  amidst  the 
pine  studded  bottoms  of  the  Clark  Fork  River,  Issac  Stevens  held  a  council 
to  induce  the  Flathead,  Kootenai  and  Pend  d1 Oreille  Indians  to  sign  the  Hell- 
crate  Treaty  relinquishing  their  ancestral  hunting  grounds  to  the  white  man  in 
exchange  for  a  reservation  to  be  shared  amongst  them  in  the  Mission  Valley. 
This  marked  the  end  of  the  Indian  dominance  in  Western  Montana,  opening  the 
land  for  settlement,  and  the  beginnings  of  the  Flathead  Indian  Reservation,  to- 
day one  of  the  most  prosperous  Indian  reservations  in  the  country. 

The  site  of  the  council  soon  became  private  land,  bought  and  sold  repeatedly 
along  with  adjacent  fertile  bottomland  for  agricultural  purposes.  But  as 
the  years  passed  and  the  nearby  Mullan  Wagon  Road  was  built  and  rebuilt, 
eventually  to  become  a  major  paved  highway,  Council  Grove  remained  little 
changed.  In  fact  for  over  120  years  the  name  has  been  a  major  reference  point 
for  maps,  charts  and  accounts  of  the  Missoula  Valley. 

Aside  from  its  historic  significance,  huge  poderosa  pines,  shady  cottonwoods , 
marshes,  sloughs,  riverfront  and  prarie  all  combine  to  make  the  area  a  re- 
creationist's  paradise.   It  is  easy  to  see  why  Council  Grove  was  chosen  for 
such  a  gathering  and  why  today  this  piece  of  Montana's  natural  and  cultural 
heritage  is  such  a  welcome  addition  to  our  recreation  estate. 


Rosebud  Battlefield  State  Monument  —  -  -  In  1867  the  rolling  hills  and  buttes 
along  upper  Rosebud  Creek  witnessed  one  of  the  largest,  most  significant  and 
unusual  Army  -  Indian  battles  ever  fought  on  the  northern  Plains.  Here,  only 
eight  days  before  the  Sioux  and  Cheyenne  annihilated  Lt.  Col.  George  Custer  and 
his  entire  command,  General  George  Crook  with  fifteen  cavalry  and  five  infantry 
companies  and  250  Indian  scouts  held  off  an  attack  by  over  a  thousand  of  the 
same  Indians.  Crook's  failure  to  defeat  these  Indians,  find  and  attack  their 
village,  and  the  failure  of  his  column  to  remain  in  the  field  after  this  battle 
effectively  doomed  the  military  campaign  of  1876  and  the  225  men  under  Custer's 
command. 

Over  two  years  of  negotiation  finally  bore  fruit  last  October  when  this  important 
historic  site,  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places,  was  added  to 
the  state  park  system.  This  acquisition  is  the  largest  purchase  made  with  coal 
tax  funds  to  date. 

The  significance  of  this  property  lies  not  only  with  its  use  as  a  battlefield 
but  also  because  of  its  prehistoric  buffalo  jump,  early  cattle  ranching  history 
and  most  recent  energy  development  threats.  The  history  and  pre-history  of  the 
northern  Great  Plains  are  nowhere  as  dramatically  and  forcefully  displayed  as 
hern,  on  the  Rosebud  Battlefield. 


Hu>to?vLcodL  moAkoA,   Robabud  Battlefield 


History  of  the  Coal  Tax  -  -  -  The  44th  State  Legislature  in  1975  earmarked  a  por- 
tion of  the  coal  severance  tax  revenue  for  the  acquisition  of  park  lands  des- 
cribed under  62-304  R.C.M.  This  legislation  (84-1309.1  R.C.M.)  earmarked  lk% 
of  the  coal  tax  revenue  for  park  acquisition  collected  through  June  30,  1979. 
It  also  earmarked  another  1%%  collected  through  June  30,  1979  to  be  placed  in  a 
trust  and  legacy  account,  of  which  only  the  interest  can  be  spent.   (A  constitu- 
tional amendment  changed  the  allocation  formula  by  earmarking  25%  of  the  entire 
account  to  a  permanent  trust  in  1977  and  another  25%  beginning  July  1,  1979) . 
The  amount  accrued  to  each  of  the  state  parks  accounts  as  of  December  31,  1978 
was  approximately  $1,375,000  excluding  interest. 

As  of  July  1,  1979,  5%  of  the  coal  tax  revenue  which  is  not  set  aside  for  the 
permanent  50%  trust  will  be  earmarked  for  the  Trust  and  Legacy  Account  replacing 
the  previous  percentages.  Only  the  interest  accrued  from  the  Parks  Trust  and 
Legacy  Account  may  be  expended  after  July  1,  1979.  Also  the  1977  legislature 
authorized  an  amendment  to  the  coal  tax  allowing  expenditures  for  managing 
areas  acquired  under  this  authority  as  units  of  the  state  park  system  in  order 
to  make  them  usable  by  the  public.  All  expenditures  must  be  authorized  by  the 
legislature. 


prepared  by 

Parks  Division 

Montana  Dept.  of  Fish  and  Game 


